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President’s Message

I am honored to have been elected as the 34th Pres-
ident of the Taiwan Nurses Association (TWNA) for
the term of office in 2024-2027. With our newly elected
Board and our collective wisdom and strength, I have
every confidence that we will build on past successes to
continue growing TWNA steadily and sustainably while
forging ahead with proactive and innovative enhance-
ments of the nursing profession in Taiwan.

Over the past seven months, we have had the privi-
lege of actively engaging with our international friends
and colleagues through various events and activities.
These interactions have not only greatly enriched
TWNA’s perspectives on future development opportuni-
ties but also helped further fuel the spirit of collaboration
within the global nursing community.

We began the year with the 5th ICN Leadership for
Change Workshop II, held from January 28 to February
2, for which we invited six international nurse leaders to
join us. On March 14, we hosted our second in-person
NGO-CSW68 Parallel Event in New York. This event
provided a significant opportunity to exchange and dis-
cuss gender equity issues with our international partners.

A strong earthquake in Eastern Taiwan on April 3
caused substantial destruction. At the time of the emer-
gency, the nurses in Hualien City immediately joined in
the rescue work, once again demonstrating the critical
role and value of nurses in disaster relief. On behalf of
TWNA members nationwide, we traveled to Hualien to
show our concern and express our highest respect and

gratitude to the nurses involved in the rescue effort.
During this challenging time, we received an outpouring
of kind regards and support from our nursing colleagues
around the world. Your friendship and solidarity are
deeply appreciated.

In April, we signed a Memorandum of Understand-
ing (MOU) with the Jordanian Nursing Council (JNC) to
affirm and grow the strategic alliance between our two
organizations. The TWNA-JNC partnership marks a sig-
nificant step in our mutual commitment to advance nurs-
ing in both countries. Moreover, TWNA’s involvement
in the ICN ODENNA NAMI Project reflects our dedi-
cation to the advancement of the international nursing
community. We wish this first official mentorship project
great success!

Following the celebration of International Nurses
Day on May 9, we have been diligently preparing for a
momentous occasion: the 110th Anniversary of TWNA.
The event will be held at The Grand Hotel Taipei on
September 28. Highlights of the celebration include a
historical retrospective showcasing our journey from
humble beginnings to today’s leading force in nurs-
ing advocacy and education. More information will be
shared in the upcoming issue of the TWNA Newsletter.

Looking ahead, we are excited about the opportu-
nities to further strengthen our international ties and to
continue our mission of enhancing nursing for the health
of all. Thank you for your unwavering support and
friendship. Together, we will continue making a mean-
ingful impact in the world of nursing.
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21 nurse leaders, including 6 international
participants, graduate from the 5" Leadership
for Change (LFC) Program in February

The 5" cohort of the ICN LFC Program Workshop
II was held from January 28 to February 2 in Taipei.
Twenty-one nurse leaders from Taiwan, Argentina,
Cambodia, and Paraguay attended the program. The fo-
cus of this workshop, which was guided by Dr. Kristine
Qureshi (ICN LFC Global Director) and certified train-
ers, was on organizational operations and team projects.
All of the participants committed to complete their on-
going Change Projects as part of their actively leading
proactive change in their respective organizations.

During the graduation ceremony, TWNA President
Mei-Nan Liao extended her congratulations and present-
ed LFC certificates to the new graduates, while ICN 3rd
Vice-President Dr. Lian-Hua Huang placed the symbol-
ic LFC pin on each graduate. We deeply appreciate ICN
President Pamela Cipriano sending her congratulatory
remarks via a pre-recorded video recognizing TWNA’s
contribution to the global nursing community and the
program’s inclusion of nursing leaders from multiple
NNAs. “This is just the beginning of a journey. I look
forward to seeing the changes that occur as you contin-
ue to unfold your wings like butterflies, fly and make
the world a beautiful place,” Dr. Qureshi remarked to
the graduates.

Finally, TWNA President Liao expressed her ap-
preciation for the long-term support the program has
received from the Ministry of Health and Welfare and
Ministry of Foreign Affairs.

TWNA has successfully hosted 5 cohorts of the ICN
LFC Program since 2015. Of the 108 nurse leader par-
ticipants, 27 were from 10 countries, including Argenti-
na, Cambodia, Indonesia, Mexico, Mongolia, Myanmar,
Paraguay, the Philippines, Saint Lucia, and Vietnam.

The upcoming 6th LFC Program is scheduled for
February and July of 2025.

A LFC graduates

LFC participants visit the Legislative
Yuan and learn about nursing political
participation in Taiwan

With the generous support of Vice President Ching-
Min Chen (then a national Legislator), LFC Trainers
and trainees paid a visit to the Legislative Yuan to learn
about nursing participation in politics and the practical
ability of nurses to exert influence over national policy.

A LFC trainers and trainees visited the Legislation Yuan

TWNA produces a promotional video
on the LFC Program
TWNA produced a promotional video on the LFC
Program in Taiwan, featuring footage of the program
in action. The video may be accessed via TWNA'’s of-
ficial website.

TWNA hosts its NGO CSW68 Forum Parallel
Event in New York

TWNA hosted its 2™ in-person parallel event during
the NGO CSW68 Forum, which was held March 11-22,
2024 in New York, USA. TWNA'’s parallel event, titled
Gender Equality, Economic Growth, and Empowerment
of Women in Nursing, was held on March 13. TWNA
Vice President Dr. Ching-Min Chen, TWNA Internation-
al Affairs Committee Chairperson Dr. Hui-Ying Chiang,
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and guest speaker Dr. Angela Frederick Amar, Dean of
New York University Rory Meyers College of Nursing
discussed and shared their personal and professional
perspectives on the event theme. Mr. Andy Kang-I Chen,
Director General of the Department of NGO Internation-
al Affairs, Ministry of Foreign Affairs showed his sup-
port by attending the event and giving opening remarks.
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TWNA strengthens friendship, signs MOU
with the Jordanian Nursing Council (JNC)
on April 24

On April 24, TWNA signed a Memorandum of Un-
derstanding (MOU) with the Jordanian Nursing Council
(JNC). Dr. Hani Nawafleh, Secretary General of the
JNC traveled to Taipei to sign the MOU on behalf of
Her Royal Highness Princess Muna Al-Hussein, Pres-
ident of the JNC. “Through this MOU, TWNA hopes
to collaborate with JNC more closely and to share re-
sources for mutual growth in areas such as international
visibility, nurses’ capacity-building, as well as research
and academic development, ” President Liao remarked
in the ceremony.

Distinguished guests from Department of Nursing
and Health Care at the Ministry of Health and Welfare
(MOHW), Department of NGO International Affairs of
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs (MOFA), the Jordanian
Commercial Office in Taipei, Taiwan, and Dr. Lian-Hua
Huang, 3" Vice President of the ICN were invited to
witness the signing ceremony.
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TWNA hosts the IND Celebration 2024 to
make nurses seen, respected and valued

The International Nurses Day Celebration 2024,
echoing the ICN IND theme “Our Nurses. Our Future.
The Economic Power of Care.”, was held on May 9
at the Taipei International Convention Center under
the guidance of the Ministry of Health and Welfare
(MOHW), and co-organized by the Taiwan Union of
Nurses Associations (TUNA).

Former National President, Ing-wen Tsai, attended
the ceremony to show her continued strong support for
nurses. During the passing of the “Light of Honor,”
candles were passed to each participant, symbolizing
the light inherited from Ms. Florence Nightingale that
today illuminates every corner of society and continues
to protect the health of all people.

Following this symbolic act, the Taiwan Nursing
Model Award and Outstanding Nurse Awards were pre-
sented to award-winners.

Additionally, over 4,000 senior nurses with more
than 25, 30, 35, 40 and 45 years of service were individ-
ually recognized for their dedication and contribution
throughout their nursing careers.

A Former National President Tsai participated in the passing of
the “Light of Honor”

A Nurses participated in the passing of the “Light of Honor”
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TWNA joins the ICN ODENNA NAMI SEG
Project
To fulfill our international responsibilities to the President Duncan of Saint Lucia Nurses
global nursing community, TWNA was honored to join Association visits TWNA on June 19

the ICN Organizational Development of National Nurs-
ing Associations (ODENNA) Project for the National
Association Mentoring Initiative (NAMI).

This project is driven by the mutual benefit derived
from shared knowledge and experience, with the goal of
enhancing the impact and sustainability of the nursing
profession.

We are proud to be part of this significant initiative
and look forward to making a positive impact through
our mentorship and collaboration with our international
colleagues.

On June 19, Sherline Duncan, President of the
Saint Lucia Nurses Association (SLNA), visited
TWNA and our History Museum. TWNA and
SLNA signed a Memorandum of Understanding
(MOU) in 2022 to strengthen bilateral exchange
and cooperation and to work together to enhance
the development of the nursing profession in our
two countries.

Welcome SLNA President Sheriine Duncan to TWNA
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Congratulations to TWNA President Mei-Nan Liao on being appointed as a
National Policy Advisor to the President of the Republic of China (Taiwan)!

President Liao’s appointment as National Policy Advisor, a position empowered to offer opinions
and advice directly to the National President, is a significant honor that recognizes the vital contributions
of the nursing profession.

As the only representative [ e
from the nursing profession
currently serving in such a Congratulations to 1
position, President Liao will : TWNA President Mei-Nan Liao

provide invaluable advice and %) {_ Appointed as National Policy Advisorto ~
recommendations on national < ‘ (dthen'esident,RepublicofChina (Taiwan)”>> :
health and nursing policies '

and keep Taiwan on track to
achieving truly universal health \\\ 7 4
coverage.

Nurses: A Voice to Lead
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